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Can solar power be integrated into rural communities?

One foreseeable challenge with integrating renewables like solar into rural communities is the interconnection

queue, or the list of energy projects requesting and awaiting connection to the power grid. According to the

Southwest Power Pool (SPP), building a new transmission line can take anywhere from three to nine years.

 What is the rural energy for America Program (REAP)?

With the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) has been

provided over $2 billion for renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvement grants for

agricultural producers and rural small business owners through 2031.

 Is solar energy a good investment for farmland?

Solar energy is leading the way, with much of the new development occurring on farmland and in rural

communities. It has the potential to be a financial opportunity for landowners, yet it can also create barriers for

farmer renters and the next generation.

 Is solar energy leasing a good idea for farmers?

While solar energy leasing can help farmers who own land diversify their income, it can be a double-edged

sword for farm operators, as more than half of cropland is rented. As solar development in rural areas grows, it

drives up demand for land.

A policy explainer that provides an overview of renewable portfolio standards, how they operate, and key

design recommendations to drive renewable energy development.

The program provides guaranteed loan financing and grant funding to agricultural producers and rural small

businesses for renewable energy systems or to make energy efficiency improvements.

Research examines the social, economic, and operational impacts of agrivoltaics on farmers, rural

communities, and rural electric cooperatives. Learn more about DOE''s agrivoltaics research.

Below you''ll find links to resources the Center has created that address specific issues related to clean energy

and an interactive map highlighting clean energy work in rural communities.

Solar energy, which converts energy from the sun into thermal or electrical power, is rapidly expanding across

America and the world. Solar energy can provide numerous benefits but, ...
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Solar energy has traditionally flourished in the sunny Southwest, with states like Arizona, California, Nevada

and Texas leading in deployment due to abundant solar resources and supportive policies.

This work was made possible thanks in part to the support of the George B. Storer Foundation, which has

sponsored the work of organizations helping rural electric cooperatives transition to reliable and ...

With the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act, the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) has been

provided over $2 billion for renewable energy systems and energy efficiency improvement ...
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