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Learn if your roof can support solar panels. Discover load capacity requirements, weight considerations, and

when reinforcement is needed before installation.

Discover how to safely install solar panels by calculating your roof''s load capacity, considering dead and live

loads, and determining if structural reinforcement is needed.

The roof must be able to support the sum of its dead load and any anticipated live load, so the roof has to be

designed with a load limit that takes into account both of these loads.

Building codes generally require that a roof has a minimum live load capacity of 20 pounds per square foot.

This is in addition to the capacity required to support the dead load.

You will not likely see 30 psf of live load in the same footprint as a solar panel, but you would get whatever

snow load is required. Look at the code and see what you need to consider and check if ...

They are temporary and can vary depending on different conditions. Factors like wind, snow, or even a bird

perched on the panel contribute to this category. Can you imagine the weight of a snowfall ...

When available, the design roof live load of the existing roof structure may be utilized, in part, to support the

new PV system dead, earthquake, and wind loads.

Roof mounted solar panels will likely impact the dead, live, snow, wind, and seismic loads on a building. It is

convenient to incorporate the additional loading of solar panels into the design of a ...
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